794              PAURANIC  AGE :   HiNDU SURGERY.
Surgery was divided into Chhedana (Scission), She-
dana (excision), Lekhana (scarification and inoculation)
Vyadhana (puncturing), Eshyan (probing), Aharyya
(extraction of solid bodies), Visrava (extraction of fluids)
and Siwana (Sewing).
Dr. Wilson classifies the surgical instruments,
as Yantras (implements), sastras (instruments), kshara
(alkaline solutions or caustics) ; agni (actual cautery),
salaka (pins), sringa (homes), alabu (gourds used for
cupping) and jalauka or leeches. 'Besides these, we
have threads, leaves, bandages, pledgets, heated metallic
plates for erubescents, and a variety of astringent or
emollient applications.
Instruments are desired and directed to be of metal
always bright, handsome, polished and sharp, suffici-
ently so to divide a hair longitudinally. Learners are
directed to acquire skill in ihe instrument by making
incisions on vegetables, fresh hides ot animals and the
vessels of dead animals.
Dr. Wilson observes "The surgical operations were
evidently bold and must have been hazardous : their
being attempted at all is, however, most extraordinary
unless their obliteration from the knowledge, not to say
the practice, of later times, be considered as a. still more
remarkable circumstance. . It would be an enquiry of
some interest to trace the period and causes of the
disappearance of surgery from amongst the Hindus."
The causes are social and religious degeneracy and
political disaster, Prof. Madhu Sudan Gupta of Medical
college, Calcutta, editing Susruta (Hindu Surgery)